Austin, T e x & 8
April 27th, 1945

Qg LE PORTY-LTGLTH LEGTSLATURER

T am returning to the louse of Aepresentatives
liougse Bill Ho. 682 which L am unable to approve. Iy objections
to the Bill arise from a’belief that it is uwnconetitutional.

o '

gection 56 of Article 3 prohiblts the Legis-
lature from passing local or special laws regulating the
affeirs ol achool districts. louze #3111 tWo. 682 attempts to
authorize the levylng of & tobal tux of 1.50 for school pur-
POSES, being a tex for both bonds and malntenance. The Bill
applies to the I'lower trove Independent School District of

lartin Couity.

Your utteution ig directed to Art. 28021-18,
Vernon's Civil Statutcs. (Acts 1941, 47th Logislature, page 804,
chie 409). Uhis is 4 iceneral law and appears to uauthorize any
conmon or independent s chool 'district iIn the State to levy &
pbond tax not to exceed %1.00 on the :,100.00 valuation and &
maintensnce tax not to exceed SOd on the $100.00 valuation,'
when such tex has been authorized by & majority of the votes
cast at an election held in the district for such purposes.
The. Act purports to apply to all sclhicol districts which are
unable o mecet bond payments on bonds igsued prlor to the
passage ol the Act in 1941. If the llower Urove District is
unable to pay its outstanding bonds as toe cmeryency clause
in House Bill fio. 682 indicates, then it appears that 1t may
come wibhin the terms of the zeneral l;w,.Art. 28021-18, and

thereby obtain the necessary relief.

Lespectfully submltted

Coke Stevenson

Governor of lexas .
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